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Attitude towards marriage
[bookmark: _GoBack]        Marriage is a key institution of the society that we cannot live without. It is the foundation of family that is the basic unit of the society. The story of an hour is a short story done that was done by Kate Chopin. In her work Chopin, explores the theme of marriage using several literary tools like symbolism and characterization to express to us what some the married people go through in marriage. She is able to clearly illustrate the challenges and pressures that women go through in marriage and express what they feel and clearly outlines the restrictions women go through in marriage. The purpose of this work is to critically analyze the attitude of women towards marriage during the time this work was developed as demonstrated by Chopin and relate the same to the situation today.
           Chopin clearly demonstrates that women are somehow trapped in her marriage even when they do not know about it. She has developed her theme through characterization.  This is clear as Chopin has taken on Mrs. Mallard’s and used her to explore the theme of marriage and through this character she has been able to show her audience the attitudes women have in regard to marriage. The passage begins by noting that after the death of the husband to Mrs. Mallard there was caution on how the sad news were delivered to her. When she learnt of the passing away of her husband, by the loss of her husband she was grieved. The author notes that she went to her room to mourn alone she was exhausted and that feeling disturbed her physical body and also her soul (Chopin, K., 2018, p.7). The above statement makes it clear that Louse was tired of her marriage. 
       As she was locked up in her room, she looked out and experienced a good feeling sprouted from the fact she now had freedom. To her this meant a new beginning. As she is sited Louise thinks over the she is in and freedom is reiterated in her and she says “…free, free, free” (Chopin, K., 2018, p. 24) and before pronouncing the words she cries for a little while and realizes that she doesn’t cry for her husband but because of the words she has just spoken of. This is a clear indication that she was in a marriage she never enjoyed. This clearly shows that the marriage was a great restriction and confined her to a particular pattern of life but that is not her desire. She craves for a different kind of life, a life that will give her freedom. Chopin also states in this novel that Mrs. Mallard saw ahead of the painful moments many years that she would enjoy come and which she was ready to live (Chopin, K., 2018, p. 79). This statement by Chopin clearly indicated how unhappy and discontent Mrs. Mallard was with her marriage.
        The story of an hour reveals the degree to which women are trapped in marriage. To Mrs. Mallard marriage is an institution that limits both the husband and wife. Even in today’s marriages, partners are limited by the responsibilities they have. Their social aspect of life is restricted and they are denied the freedom they would enjoy. Today’s marriages are not an exception, the partners especially women are not happy about their marriages and they silently go through the same kind of life that Mrs. Mallard went through. Research shows that only 17% of women are contented with their marriage (Shapiro, D. A. 2013).  
         From the above literature, it is prudent enough to conclude that Kate Chopin’s work does not only highlight the bad attitude of women towards marriage was not a problem of the 19th century but it is a big tragedy even in today’s marriages. This attitude has got adverse effects on the lives of the partners and a remedy should be sought.
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